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disappearance of the race of English collectors of Greek
coins. The more artistically attractive parts of the series have
become more scarce and expensive, and therefore largely out
of the reach of the modest collector, but fortunately a very
large part of the Greek series, the so-called Imperial coins,
struck all over the Greek world under the Roman domination
are inexhaustibly interesting in their types and their lessons,
and, being made in base metal, are comparatively cheap. It
is to be hoped that the small phalanx of collectors of Greek
coins in this country, who are at the same time competent
critics of them, limited as it is at present to my venerable
friend, Sir Hermann Weber, whose collection is so rich,
Dr. A. Evans, Principal Headlam, Professor Oman, Mr.
Maclean, and a few others, will soon be largely increased.

Turning to the Roman and later series, I prefer to postpone
my remarks on the present condition of the study in these
realms to another occasion, when a monumental work on
Roman Numismatics, by our late Secretary, shall have
appeared, as we hope it may in the course of a few months.

I will now turn to a short survey of our own work during
the last year. It has been marked by the production in this
country of at least one remarkable numismatic classic of
very high order, namely, Mr. W. Wroth's Catalogue of the
Imperial JSyzantine Coins in the British Museum. This
catalogue, in two lordly volumes, is illustrated with the
generosity and profuseness which alone can make such a work
valuable. It consists of 687 pages of letterpress and 77 plates,
and is preceded by a most illuminating condensed account of
the intricate history of the Eastern Empire, and of everything
at present known about its coinage; and it will no doubt
initiate a much wider interest in the series than has hitherto
been shown within our four seas.

It is a notable fact that Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, the finest history ever produced by an English-
man, both in style and matter, is still without a rival, not
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